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command to Bazaine. The Emperor had also lost
confidence in himself and, doubtless influenced
by Eugenie's plea that in the event of disaster
a scapegoat other than himself must be found, he
appointed Bazaine commander of the Army of the
Rhine. On the 15th of August he withdrew to
Gravelotte, where Bazaine found him seated in
his carriage, obviously tortured by physical pain.
On the following day he arrived at Chalons and
there held a council of war with Marshal
MacMahon, at which a highly important decision
was reached. This decision was none other than
to retire, with the whole army, upon Paris, and
take up a defensive position slightly in advance
of the capital. Had this policy of concentration
round the seat of government and the lines of
communication been carried out, possibly the
whole situation might have been saved by opera-
tions similar to those which brought the Allies
victory at the Battle of the Maine in the Great
War. But imperative telegrams from Eugenie in
Paris insisted that neither the Ministers nor the
populace would tolerate any such retirement

- moreover, declared that the presence of the
Emperor in the capital might cause disturbances

- and urged that he and his forces should march
to join Bazaine.   So began the tragic trek which
was to end at Sedan.    For days the peasantry
of eastern France were treated to  their first